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Aeromedical Decision Making 
Consider the following logistical steps during assessment of mode of transfer; 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Referral 

Referral acceptance and 
team mobilisation 

Journey to meet aircraft at 
the landing site 

Load to take off time 

Flight time 

Unload the aircraft 

Journey to referring hospital 
from landing site 

Stabilisation time 

Journey from referring 
hospital to landing site 

Load patient onto aircraft 

Flight time 

Unload patient from aircraft 

Journey with patient to 
receiving hospital 

Patient handover 

Journey back to base / time 
to be ready for next transport 

Description Factors 

Dispatch criteria, transport mode criteria, comms, 
working time limits, vehicle availability 

Geographical factors, transport infrastructure 

Equipment factors, team working 

Vehicle factors, weather, air traffic control, 
transport infrastructure 

Equipment factors, team working 

 

Geographical factors, transport infrastructure 
 

 
Patient factors, medical infrastructure 
 

 

Geographical factors, transport infrastructure 
 

 
Equipment factors, team working 

 

Vehicle factors, weather, air traffic control, 
transport infrastructure 

Equipment factors, team working 

 

Geographical factors, transport infrastructure 

Patient factors, medical infrastructure 
 

 
Geographical factors, transport infrastructure 

Time 

Key 

Patient on 
board 



 

 

CATS Aeromedical Transport Logistical Planning: 
Time saving considerations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Time 

Time saving: specialist team arrival  
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Land ambulance 

Aircraft 

Time saving: patient arrival at destination  

Time 

R
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Time saving: patient exposure to isolated 
environment minimised 

Time 
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Land ambulance 

Aircraft 

Timetabled shift or 
Duty hours limitation 

Overtime or 
Exceeded duty hours 

Time 

Land ambulance 

Excess load of consumables required for land  
eg CPAP in high concentration oxygen 

Aircraft 


